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INTRODUCTION, 


The  persons  to  whom  this  Circular  is  particularly  address¬ 
ed,  namely,  those  who  use  Steel  in  the  various  and  multi¬ 
plied  operations  in  which  our  modern  civilization  requires 
it,  need  scarcely  be  told  how  immense  a  branch  of  trade  it 
forms.  During  the  five  years  ending  July  30,  1855,  the  im¬ 
ports  into  the  United  States  of  Steel  and  its  manufactures 
have  been  : 


Tons.  Value. 

Steel, .  60,621  $11,314,821 

Manufactures  of  Steel  31,176  19,185,911 


Total  value, . $30,500,765 


Being  at  the  enormous  rate  of  $6,100,155  every  year  to  pay 
for  supplies  of  this  article,  so  indispensable  to  our  prosperity 
and  progress  as  a  nation. 

If  to  this  sum  be  added  the  value  of  the  labor  expended 
on  the  unmanufactured  article  here,  the  result  will  hardly 
fall  short  of  ten  millions  annually.  It  may  seem  an  extrava¬ 
gant  calculation,  but  we  believe  time  will  verify  the  pre¬ 
diction,  that  a  very  few  years  will  suffice  to  transfer  the 
whole  of  this  large  trade  with  its  attendant  industrial  advan¬ 
tages,  augmented  by  the  growth  of  the  country  far  beyond 
its  present  amount,  from  foreign  to  American  hands. 

It  has  long  been  evident  to  any  one  in  the  least  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  subject,  that  under  any  of  the  known  processes 
of  Steel-making,  this  transfer  could  only  be  effected  by  very 
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slow  and  laborious  steps,  if  at  all  ;  from  the  great  disad¬ 
vantages  under  which  the  Works  had  to  be  carried  on  here 
as  compared  with  foreign  countries,  with  their  cheaper  labor, 
their  centuries  of  experience  and  their  vast  accumulated 
capitals.  The  means  whereby  this  immense  accession  to  our 
National  wealth  may  be  secured  with  speed  and  certainty, 
therefore  assumes  an  importance  far  beyond  all  personal  con¬ 
siderations,  and  becomes  a  large  element  of  the  public  pros¬ 
perity. 

Fully  aware  of  all  that  had  been  heretofore  attempted  in 
the  field  of  American  Steel  Manufacture,  the  Damascus 
Steel  and  Iron  Company  have  been  content  to  wait  till  time 
had  sufficiently  demonstrated  the  ability  of  their  new  pro¬ 
cess  to  produce  all  kinds  of  the  very  best  cast  steel  in  any 
cpiantities  desired  ;  and  now  having  had  their  steel  subjected 
to  the  severest  practical  tests  in  every  department  of  manu¬ 
factures,  all  of  which  it  has  triumphantly  surmounted  ;  and 
having  sold  large  quantities  of  the  article  for  various  pur¬ 
poses,  all  of  which  has  given  entire  satisfaction,  they  respect¬ 
fully  submit  the  annexed  Circular,  with  the  testimonials  ap¬ 
pended  thereto,  for  the  careful  consideration  of  all  interested 
in  the  abundant  supply  of  all  the  best  qualities  of  steel,  at 
prices  more  reasonable  than  can  be  afforded  under  any  other 
system. 


CIRCULAR. 


The  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Company,  is  the  name  of 
an  Association,  incorporated  under  the  General  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
verting  Iron  into  Steel,  by  a  new  process,  for  which  letters 
patent  have  been  obtained  from  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment. 

Under  this  patent,  this  Company  is  enabled  to  perform 
what  so  many  others  have  from  time  to  time  attempted ; 
namely :  to  make  cast  steel  of  the  very  best  qualities,  in  any 
quantity,  and  invariably  uniform  in  every  respect. 

By  the  old  process,  from  lifteen  to  twenty  days’  time  is 
required  to  convert  iron  into  steel ;  and  whether  the  steel 
produced  be  good  or  bad  depends  more  on  the  experience 
of  the  master  and  the  practical  skill  of  the  workman,  than 
on  any  well-defined  laws  of  science.  The  steel-maker  has, 
in  the  first  place,  to  possess  a  very  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  exact  intrinsic  qualities  of  the  iron  he  uses  ;  he  has  to 
secure  as  complete  and  as  equal  a  degree  of  carbonization  as 
possible  ;  he  has  to  know  that  the  steel  he  makes  is  equal  in 
hardness,  in  which,  without  much  practice,  he  may  very 
easily  be  deceived ;  and  finally,  after  all,  he  must  examine 
its  fracture  by  breaking  off  the  end  of  each  ingot,  and  then 
trust  to  his  judgment  to  come  to  a  conclusion  whether  or  not 
proper  care  has  been  taken.  It  is  owing  to  the  absolute  ne¬ 
cessity  for  the  constant  exercise  of  all  these  requisites,  that 
not  unfrequently  we  find  steel,  from  even  the  very  best 
makers,  not  to  give  satisfaction ;  and  in  all  such  cases,  disap¬ 
pointments  and  losses  of  course  ensue. 
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Besides  all  the  knowledge  and  care  we  have  spoken  of, 
the  duties  of  a  steel-maker  go  yet  a  good  deal  further ;  lie 
must  adapt  the  capabilities  of  his  steel  to  the  wants  and 
requirements  of  the  consumer.  There  are  a  vast  variety  of 
defects  in  steel  as  usually  manufactured,  but  there  are  a  far 
greater  number  of  instances  in  which  steel  is  not  adapted  for 
the  manufacture  of  the  article  for  which  it  was  expressly 
made.  Cast  steel  may  be  manufactured  for  planing,  boring, 
or  turning  tools  ;  its  defects  may  be,  that  the  tools  when 
made,  crack  in  the  process  of  hardening,  or  that  the  tool 
while  exceedingly  strong  in  one  part,  will  be  found  in  another 
part  utterly  worthless. 

A  vast  number  and  variety  of  other  instances  might  also 
be  cited,  where  cast  steel  is  manufactured,  even  by  skillful 
persons,  and  for  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  the  steel  will  receive  after  it  leaves  his  control,  it  is 
found  more  or  less  unsuitable.  The  steel-maker  then,  being 
required  not  only  to  attend  to  the  intrinsic  qualities  of  his  steel, 
but  also  to  trust  to  his  judgment  on  so  many  points,  particu¬ 
larly  as  regards  the  degree  of  hardness  and  tenacity  which  it 
should  possess,  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  the  peculiar  requisites  of 
its  employment,- — it  is  very  evident  that  any  system  whereby 
some  share  of  this  responsibility  might  be  transferred  from 
the  domain  of  chance  and  hap  hazard,  to  that  of  science, 
would  be  most  desirable. 

This  change  is  precisely  what  is  effected  by  the  new  pro¬ 
cess  of  steel  manufacturing,  as  successfully  carried  out  by  the 
Damascus  Steel  and  lion  Company.  Under  this  process,  al¬ 
though  skill  and  practical  experience  in  the  workmen  are 
always  important  qualifications,  and  will  continue  so  to  be 
under  any  system,  yet  all  the  essential  processes  and  manipu¬ 
lations  whereby  any  required  quality  or  temper  of  steel  is 
designed  to  be  produced,  are  taken  out  of  his  hands;  and 
with  them,  all  the  risks  of  any  failure  in  the  results  that 
might  otherwise  arise  from  either  ignorance  or  carelessness. 

The  new  process  combines  in  one  operation,  the  thorough 
refining  of  the  Iron,  and  the  imparting  to  it  just  the  pro- 
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portion  of  carbon  reqijired  for  any  particular  quality  of 
steel.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it  surpassess  the  old,  tedious, 
and  expensive  “  cementation  process”  with  all  its  vexatious 
and  uncertain  results.  The  efficiency  of  the  refining  flux 
which  is  added  to  the  metal,  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
change  that  takes  place  in  the  iron  when  the  carbonizing  in¬ 
gredients  are  altogether  omitted.  This  change  is  manifested 
by  a  great  increase  in  strength  and  tenacity,  such  as  is  unap¬ 
proached  by  iron  treated  in  any  other  way. 

This  truly  scientific  and  simple  process  is  all  that  has  to 
be  gone  through  in  converting  the  iron  bar  into  the  Steel 
ingot.  The  after  manipulations  of  reheating,  hammering, 
&c.,  &c.,  are,  of  course,  conducted  in  the  usual  way.  It  will 
thus  be  seen,  that  it  is  on  the  proper  understanding  of  his 
business  by  the  manager,  and  on  that  alone,  the  success  of 
the  whole  manufacture  hangs ;  and  that  it  is  not,  as  by  the 
old  process,  left  to  the  judgment  of  persons  who  may  at  any 
time  ruin  all,  either  by  negligence,  ignorance,  or  willfulness. 

One  of  the  main  features  to  which  it  is  especially  designed 
to  call  attention,  is  that  the  quality  of  the  steel  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  is  known  to  a  certainty  before  the  crucible  is  put  into 
the  furnace,  and  not,  as  in  the  old  process,  left  to  be  guessed 
at  by  breaking  off  the  end  of  the  ingot  when  cast.  This,  it 
is  believed,  must  commend  the  Damascus  Company’s  product 
to  every  user  of  an  article  like  steel,  which  to  be  of  any 
value  at  all,  is  required  to  be  of  exactly  uniform  quality. 
Any  batch  of  steel  found  to  answer  particularly  well  in  any 
manufacture,  can  thus  be  duplicated  here  to  any  extent,  as 
all  that  is  necessary  is,  that  the  manager  should  possess  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  chemicals  necessary  to  produce  it. 

Since,  after  all,  practical  experience  always  furnishes  the 
best  and  only  reliable  criterion  whereby  to  judge  of  the 
merits  of  any  article,  and  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  what 
may  partly  serve  as  a  substitute  for  personal  investigation, 
and  of  overcoming  prejudice  by  the  weight  of  valuable 
authority,  we  hereto  append  the  certificates  of  sundry  per¬ 
sons  largely  engaged  in  the  use  of  steel ;  some  in  public 
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and  others  in  private  operations,  all  writing  in  a  commenda¬ 
tion  as  hearty  and  unreserved  as  it  is  gratifying ;  and  we 
superadd  the  assurance,  that  in  no  instance,  have  we  been 
met  by  adverse  opinions  from  those  who  have  tested  this 
steel  practically. 

Orders  for  the  Steel  manufactured  by  this  Company,  may 
be  addressed  to 

THE  DAMASCUS  STEEL  AND  IRON  COMPANY, 

71  John  Street,  New  York. 


TESTIMONIALS 


Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Central  Park 
(Office,  Bank  of  Commerce  Buildings), 

New  York,  September  1 6th,  1858. 

Mr.  S.  Churchill, 

Treasurer  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Works. 

Dear  Sir  : — It  affords  me  pleasure  to  certify  to  the  satisfaction 
your  Steel  has  given  the  Commissioners. 

The  great  amount  of  blasting  on  the  Park,  has  required  large 
quantities  of  Steel  for  drilling,  and  hence  we  have  made  trial  of  many 
different  kinds,  and  find  yours  equal,  in  every  respect,  to  the  best  we 
have  purchased. 

Yours  respectfullv, 

J.  A.  C.  GRAY, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee. 


W  orcester,  Mass.,  October  6th,  1858. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Treasurer  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Company. 

Sir  : — I  have  tested  the  Steel  I  bought  of  you  some  weeks  ago, 
and  find  it  the  best  for  files  I  have  ever  used.  It  is  perfectly  free  from 
hard  spots,  which  I  have  found  in  all  other  brands  which  I  have  used. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  N.  JACOBEY. 


St.  Louis,  August  ‘25th,  1858. 


S.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Treasurer  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Company. 

Dear  Sir  : — Having  used  a  considerable  quantity  of  your  Damas¬ 
cus  Steel,  we  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  its  superior  quality, 
which  we  find  consists  in  part  in  its  uniformity,  softness  in  working, 
taking  a  temper  at  a  low  heat,  fineness  of  edge,  durability,  &c. 

Yours  truly, 

GATY,  McCUNE  &  CO. 


New  York,  September  21th,  1858. 

To  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Company. 

Gentlemen  : — Your  favor  is  received,  asking  us  "whether  the  Steel 
we  purchased  of  you  was  satisfactory  in  quality,  and  answered  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  ordered.  In  reply,  we  will  say,  that  the 
quality  of  the  Steel  was  good  and  perfectly  satisfactory.  Wishing 
you  success  in  your  enterprise,  we  are, 

Yours  respectfully, 

D.  SIMMONS  &  CO., 

No.  7  Gold  Street. 
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[Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gov.  Fairbanks,  to  tbeir  house  in  this  city.] 
(Copy.)  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  June  29f/q  1858. 

Messrs.  Fairbanks  &  Co. 

We  have  tested  the  Damascus  Steel  in  every  way  we  could,  with 
the  limited  style  of  bars  you  sent  us,  and  we  feel  safe  in  saying  that 
it  is  as  good  steel  as  any  we  have  used.  It  seems  to  be  firm,  and  will 
receive  a  high  heat  without  injury.  As  you  sent  all  large  sizes,  we 
could  not  try  it  for  pivots,  but  we  should  have  no  hesitancy  in  using 
it,  provided  it  would  be  of  the  same  quality  and  fineness  when  rolled 
as  when  hammered. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  &  T.  FAIRBANKS  &  CO. 

[Remarks  by  the  Company. — We  put  the  same  metal  in  our  Sheet 
and  Rolled  Steel,  that  we  do  in  our  Hammered  Steel.] 


(Copy.)  Office  of  tiie  Minnesota  Mine, 

Lake  .Superior,  Mich.,  September  1st,  1858. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Treasurer  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co.,  New  York. 

We  have  had  in  use  at  the  Minnesota  and  Rockland  Mines,  the 
drill  and  chisel  Steel  made  by  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co.  Its 
use  has  been  for  general  mining  purposes,  boring  the  hardest  trap 
rock  and  cutting  up  mass  copper,  which  is  a  severe  test  to  the  quality 
of  Steel.  We  have  found  it  a  superior  quality,  giving  satisfaction  in 
every  respect.  We  use  of  this  Steel  about  fifteen  tons  per  year. 

(Signed)  E.  C.  ROBERTS, 

General  Agent  Minnesota  Alining  Co. 


Contractor’s  Office,  New  Grand  Reservoir, 
Yorkville,  September  1  st,  1858. 
Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Company. 

Gentlemen: — With  much  pleasure  wre  testify  to  the  good  quali¬ 
ties  of  your  Cast  Steel,  which  we  have  used  from  the  commencement  of 
our  work,  with  entire  satisfaction.  Our  workmen  all  say,  *’  It  can’t 
be  beat.”  Yours  truly, 

FAIRCHILD,  WALKER  &  CO. 

By  E.  H.  Fairchild. 


103  East  32d  Street,  New  1tork,  July  30 th,  1858. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Treasurer,  71  John  Street. 

Sir  ; — It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  in  regard  to  the  Damas¬ 
cus  Steel,  that  I  v'as  induced  (under  a  strong  prejudice  against  Ameri¬ 
can  Steel),  to  try  it ;  first  for  hammers,  which  were  used  in  breaking 
rocks  in  the  Central  Park,  being  as  severe  a  test  as  they  could  be  sub¬ 
jected  to.  The  result  was  a  complete  success,  which  gave  me  con¬ 
fidence  to  try  it  further  for  the  same  and  other  purposes.  And  in  all 
instances,  it  has  proved  fully  equal  to  the  best  English  cast  steel,  and 
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in  many  respects,  superior  for  uniformity,  ductility,  toughness,  and 
strength.  I  consider  it  superior  to  any  steel  that  I  have  ever  used  in 
my  forty  years’  practical  experience  of  steel  working ;  and  I  give  it  the 
preference  over  any  other  steel. 

HENRY  NELSON. 


[The  three  following  Reports  from  the  Navy  Yards  at  Washington, 
Boston,  and  New  York,  were  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
kindly  sent  to  this  Company.] 

(Duplicate.)  Washington  Navy  Yard,  September  8th,  1858. 

Sir: — In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  August,  we  have 
tested  the  sample  of  Steel  sent  to  this  Yard  by  the  Damascus  Steel 
and  Iron  Company  of  New  York,  in  various  ways  : — by  welding, 
hardening,  punching,  Ac.,  in  taps,  knife  blade,  chipping  chisel,  turning 
and  planing  tools — and  pronounce  it  to  be  of  good  quality. 

The  preparation  of  different  tools  necessary  to  the  practical  tests 
above  mentioned,  will  account  for  the  delay  in  reporting. 

Respe  ctfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

F.  Iv.  MURRAY, 
JAMES  TUCKER, 

M.  E.  BRIGHT. 

Capt.  John  Rudd, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard ,  Washington. 


(Copy.)  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Avgust  30th,  1858. 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  order  of  July  20th,  we  have  given 
the  samples  of  Steel  which  were  furnished  by  the  Damascus  Steel  and 
Iron  Company,  a  very  fair  trial,  upon  different  kinds  of  work,  and 
have  made  it  into  different  kinds  of  tools,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  is 
a  good  article,  and  is  equal  to  English  Steel. 

We  are,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  Ac.,  Ac., 


To  Commodore  S.  Stringham, 

Commander  Navy  Yard ,  Boston, 


E.  II.  DELANO, 

Naval  Constructor , 
SETH  WILMARTH, 

Sup’t  Machinery . 


(Copy.)  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  August  3d,  1858. 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  16th  ult„  directing 
me  to  test  samples  of  Steel  furnished  by  the  Damascus  Steel  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York,  I  caused  tools  of  various  kinds  for  the  machine 
shops  to  be  made  of  said  Steel,  and  used  on  the  hardest  and  most 
difficult  iron  we  Work  ;  and  have  to  state,  that  in  every  case,  the  Steel 
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proved  superior  to  any  heretofore  used  in  the  establishment,  or 
known  to  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KING, 

Chief  Engineer. 

Commodore  L.  Kearney, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  JY.  Y. 


Office  of  B.  M.  Johnson  <ft  Co.,  Gas  Fitters,  Plumbers, 
Brass  Founders,  Ac,,  No.  Ill  E.  18th  St. 

New  York,  Sept.  18,  1858. 

Dear  Sir  : — Having  used  very  considerable  of  the  bar  steel  man¬ 
ufactured  by  the  Damascus  Steel  Company,  for  the  various  tools  we 
use,  w7e  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  steel  answers  our  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and  that  we  would  just  as  soon  use  steel  of  this  stamp  as  that 
of  any  other  makers  we  are  acquainted  with. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

B.  M.  JOHNSON  &  CO. 

Successors  to  John  Johnson  &  Bro. 


Jersey  City,  October  12,  1858. 

Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. 

Dear  Sirs  : — We  have  used  the  Steel  which  we  purchased  from 
you  some  time  since,  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction.  We  have  had 
some  of  it  made  into  chisels  especially  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
quality  of  the  Steel,  and  used  the  chisels  so  made  continuously  for  ten 
hours,  chipping  the  hardest  kind  of  cast  iron,  without  dressing  or 
sharpening  them.  Our  foreman  in  the  blacksmith  shop,  reports  that 
the  Steel  is  fully  equal  to  any  he  has  before  used. 

Yours,  truly, 

IIENRY  STEELE  &  SON. 


Watkrvliet  Arsenal,  September  30,  1858. 

To  S.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Treas.  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. 

The  Steel  received  from  your  Works  in  July  last,  has  been  used 
for  various  purposes  for  which  steel  is  required  in  the  operations  of 
the  Arsenal,  viz. : 

Lathe  tools  of  all  kinds. 

Saws  for  millino-  enoine. 

Drills,  large  and  small. 

Taps  and  dies  for  nuts  and  bolts. 

Cold  chisels. 

Cutters  for  rotary  shears  for  iron. 

Smiths’  tools,  as  hammers,  chisels,  <kc. 
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The  sizes  of  steel  for  these  tools,  have  been  from  f-in.  octagon,  to 
4-in.  square.  The  quality  of  the  tools  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and 
they  are  considered  quite  equal  to  those  made  from  the  best  English 
steel  (Sanderson’s  and  others)  before  used  at  the  Arsenal.  In  making 
the  cutters  for  rotary  shears,  the  Steel  was  welded  on  iron,  and  it 
appears  to  be  particularly  suitable  for  working  in  that  manner. 

If  you  continue  to  make  steel  of  this  good  quality,  it  will  be  unne¬ 
cessary  for  us  to  send  abroad  for  our  supplies  of  that  article, 
Respectfully, 

Most  ob’t  servant, 

A.  MORDECAI, 

Major  Ordnance. 


Townsend’s  Furnace,  &c.,  Albany,  Oct.  14,  1858. 

Mr.  S.  Churchill, 

Treas.  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Works. 

Dear  Sir  : — Your  favor  of  the  13th  inst.  was  received  this  morn¬ 
ing.  The  satisfaction  which  we  have  derived  from  using  Cast  Steel 
manufactured  by  your  Company,  during  this  season,  impels  me  to 
speak  of  its  quality  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  ;  and  the  fact  of  its 
being  home  (American)  made,  adds  very  much  to  the  pleasure  which 
I  enjoy  in  recommending  it  to  others. 

We  have  used  it  chiefly  for  tools  for  turning  chilled  rolls ,  and  I 
deem  that  service  a  severe  test  to  the  quality  and  temper  of  the  Steel. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

FRANKLIN  TOWNSEND. 


Worcester,  October  2,  1858. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq.  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : — It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  report  so  favorably 
of  the  result  of  our  test  of  the  No.  14  wire  which  you  sent  to  us. 

We  reduced  it  to  No.  16  music-wire  guage,  which  is  about  the 
size  of  No.  20  iron-wire  guage,  the  point  where  we  can  more  imme¬ 
diately  determine  its  relative  power  of  tension. 

We  found  it  quite  as  strong  as  the  best  English  wire,  which  is  of 
much  higher  cost  than  ordinary  cast  steel.  We  rejoice  with  you  in 
your  prospects  in  producing  a  good  article  of  Steel. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

I.  WASHBURN. 


New  York,  August  30,  1858. 

To  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. : 

Gentlemen  : — We  have  for  several  months  past,  agreeably  to  your 
request,  taken  particular  pains  to  examine,  test,  and  compare  your 
Cast  Steel  with  the  best  Steel  imported,  and  take  pleasure  in  inform¬ 
ing  you  that  for  chipping-chisels  used  in  our  boiler-factory,  and  for 
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turning-tools,  and  all  other  purposes  that  we  have  applied  it,  it  has 
thoroughly  stood  the  test,  and  we  can  pronounce  it  as  good  as  any 
steel  we  have  ever  used.  We  are  now  using  no  other  steel  in  our 
establishment.  Respectfully,  yours, 

J.  S.  BUNCE  &  CO. 


[Extract  from  a  letter  from  John  II.  Schenck.] 

New  York,  November  21,  1857. 

To  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. : 

In  reply  to  yours,  I  would  say,  that  I  have  used  your  Steel  for  one 
year  or  more,  and  am  now  prepared  to  say,  that  in  almost  eveiy  in¬ 
stance,  it  proved  equally  as  good,  and,  in  some  instances,  better,  than 
the  best  English  steel.  I  am  fully  satisfied  to  use  and  recommend  to 
my  friends  your  Steel,  and  shall  continue  to  use  it  as  long  as  it  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  of  as  good  quality  as  that  I  have  had  (provided  it  is  to  be 
had  in  the  market).  Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  II.  SCHENCK, 
Machinist ,  No.  6  Howard  Street. 


Office  Trenton  Iron  Co.,  Trenton,  Oct.  loth,  1858. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Treas.  of  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Works ,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  had  the  steel  made  by  your  Company  tested 
in  the  various  forms  in  which  steel  is  used  in  Iron  Works,  and  after  a 
full  and  fair  trial,  am  able  to  pronounce  it  equal,  if  not  superior  to  any 
we  have  ever  used. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

CIIAS.  HEWITT,  Superintendent. 


Mineusville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  July  Ttth,  1858. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Treasurer  Damascus  Steel  and  Iran  Co. 

Dear  Sir: — Yours  of  the  19tli  inst.  is  at  hand,  and  contents  no¬ 
ticed.  In  reply,  we  are  happy  to  inform  you,  that  the  Steel  furnished 
by  you,  has  stood  the  test  admirably ,  and  that  it  is  fully  equal,  (and  we 
think  superior,)  to  any  English  or  American  that  we  have  ever  used. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

GEO.  K.  POTTS  &  CO., 

Per  JAS.  O.  RICHARDSON. 


New  York,  October  16 th,  1858. 

Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. 

Gentlemen  : — We  have  for  the  past  six  months,  sold  your  Steel  to 
different  manufacturers  and  consumers  of  Cast  Steel  through  the 
country,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  in  every  case,  without  an 
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exception,  it  lias  given  universal  satisfaction,  and  lias  proved  in  every 
case,  as  good  as  any  English  Cast  Steel  we  have  ever  sold. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  C.  TUCKER  &  CO., 

180  Greenwich  street. 


Peekskill,  October  ls£,  1858. 

To  the  Treasurer  of  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co 

Sir  I  have  had  several  lots  of  your  Cast  Steel,  and  have  used  it 
for  various  purposes  in  our  machine  shops,  and  take  pleasure  in  testi¬ 
fying  that  in  every  instance  it  has  proved  of  a  superior  quality,  and 
gives  excellent  satisfaction. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  L.  SEYMOUR. 


Phcexix  Iron  Works,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  September  21  st,  1858. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq  ,  Treasurer  of  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Works. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Steel  I  bought  of  you  has  been  tried,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  it  as  the  best  steel  in  the  market.  I  have 
used  it  for  turning  chilled  rolls,  common  turning  tools,  cold  chisels, 
Ac.,  and  in  every  trial  it  has  proved  superior  to  any  English  Steel  I 
have  used. 

J.  N.  BIRD. 


Sweed  Mine,  Sept.  24,  1858. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  from  you  one  case  of  Damascus  Cast 
Steel,  and  are  now  using  it;  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  without  hesita¬ 
tion,  that  it  has  all  the  hardening  and  tenacious  qualities  necessary  for 
drills  for  boring  in  the  hardest  kind  of  rock,  and  is  equal  to  the  best 
English  cast  steel  that  vre  have  ever  used  at  our  mills. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

ROBT.  E.  OWEN, 

Supt.  of  the  Mines  of  Fuller,  Lord  A  Co. 


Philadelphia,  oth  month,  1858. 

S.  Churchill ,  Treasurer  of  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. 

Sir  :  After  trial  of  the  Cast  Steel  received  from  your  works,  we  say 
we  are  so  well  satisfied  with  it,  that  it  is  our  intention  to  use  it  in  pref¬ 
erence  to  the  imported  article,  believing  it  to  he  equal  to  any,  and  bet¬ 
ter  than  much,  of  the  foreign  steel,  and  at  less  cost. 

With  regard, 

CliAS.  EVANS  A  SONS. 


Office  Manhattan  Gas  Light  Company,  New  York,  9 th  September,  1858. 

S.  Churchill ,  Dsq.,  71  John  Street. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4th  inst.  It  affords 
me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  lot  of  Steel  furnished  us  by  your  Com¬ 
pany  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction.  We  have  used  it  in  the  shop 
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for  cold  chisels,  caulking  irons,  taps,  and  dies,  and  find  it  to  work  ad¬ 
mirably.  I  consider  it  equal  to  any  imported  Steel;  indeed,  our  work¬ 
men  give  it  the  preference. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  A.  SABBATON, 

Engineer. 


Office  Repair  Shop,  Boston  and  Worcester  R.  R., 
Boston,  Dec,  Zlst.,  1858. 

Damascus  Steel  Co  : — 

Gentlemen  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  my  experience 
in  the  use  of  your  Steel,  I  would  say  that,  so  far  as  I  have  used  it,  it 
has  given  entire  satisfaction.  I  therefore  cheerfully  recommend  its  use, 
believing  it  the  best  steel  in  market  for  any  use  where  steel  is  required. 

A.  S.  ADAMS. 

Supt.  of  Motive  Power. 

Boston,  Jan.  14 th,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  Steel  Works  of  the  Da¬ 
mascus  Steel  and  Iron  Company,  in  New  York  City  and  at  Staten  Isl¬ 
and  near  the  City  of  New  York,  and  have  examined  the  Steel  of  their 
make,  and  have  been  familiar  with  the  practical  working  of  their  steel 
since  they  commenced  supplying  the  consumers  of  steel  with  their  pro¬ 
ductions,  and  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  producing  and 
selling  a  superior  quality  of  cast  steel  to  the  qualities  now  imported, 
and  that  their  mode  and  plan  of  making  cast  steel  will  eventually  be 
the  means  of  supplying  this  country  with  steel  for  its  consumption,  and 
that  the  steel  made  by  this  company  is  adapted  for  the  various  pur¬ 
poses  for  which  the  various  grades  and  brands  of  imported  steel  now 
used.  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JESSE  GAY. 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Navy. 

East  Boston,  Dec.  28 th,  1858. 

Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co  : — 

We  have  given  your  Steel  a  thorough  trial,  especially  for  tools,  &c., 
such  as  are  used  in  machine  shops,  and  we  are  pleased  to  say  it  gives 
entire  satisfaction. 

GEO.  M.  BIRD  &  CO. 

Machinists. 


La  Belle  Nail  Works,  Wheeling,  Va.,  January  20th,  1859. 
To  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. : 

71  John  St.,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  been  using  your  Steel  for  some  time  past, 
and  find  it  fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  best  English  brands  we 
have  been  able  to  obtain.  Very  respectfully, 

BAILEY,  WOODWARD  &  CO. 


Watertown,  1ST.  Y.,  28th  January,  1859. 

Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co 

71  John  St.,  New  York. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  been  using  your  Steel  in  our  shop  for  vari¬ 
ous  purposes,  such  as  cold-chisels,  drills,  dies,  taps,  &c.,  for  the  past 
four  months,  and  take  pleasure  in  saying  it  has  given  us  entire  satis¬ 
faction.  It  has  been  uniform  in  quality ;  and,  from  the  length  of  time 
we  have  had  it  in  use,  we  judge  it  to  be  quite  reliable. 

We  therefore  cheerfully  recommend  it  to  those  iu  want  of  cast  steel. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
HOARD  &  SONS. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Havt  Yard,  Gosport,  December  29 th,  1858. 
Sir :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  send  you  a  report  made  on  the 
Steel  furnished  this  yard  by  your  company. 

The  test  of  your  steel  wTas  made  by  the  Master  Blacksmith,  Mr.  E. 
Allen,  whose  signature  is  attached  to  the  inclosed  report. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

THOS.  A.  DORNIN,  Commandant. 

S.  Churchill,  Esq  , 

Treasurer  of  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. :  — 

71  John  St.,  N  ew  Y  ork. 


Smithery  Depart.,  Dec.  24L/i,  1858. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  22d  inst.,  to  “test  the 
Steel  of  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co.,”  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report : 

I  find  the  steel  above  referred  to,  upon  a  second,  and,  if  possible,  a 
more  thorough  examination  than  that  given  it  upon  its  reception,  to 
be  of  good  quality,  and  as  well  adapted  for  general  tool  purposes  as 
any  steel  we  have  had  for  the  last  five  years. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
ETHAN  ALLEN. 

To  Cart.  Thomas  A.  Dornin, 

Commandant  N.  Y.  G. 


To  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. : — 

Sirs  :  In  the  absence  of  the  Commander  of  the  Port,  I  have  inquired 
of  our  m aster-w orkm an  in  the  Finishing  and  Blacksmith  Shop,  as  to 
the  character  of  the  Steel  of  your  manufacture.  His  reply  is,  that  he 
has  not  used  it  as  much  as  he  wants  to,  to  try  it;  but,  he  says,  that  for 
cold-chisels,  turning  tools,  and  the  like,  he  should  prefer  the  steel  of 
your  make  to  Sanderson’s,  or  any  other  English  steel. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  CLEYES  SYMMES. 

1st.  Lt.  L  .  S.  Ord.  Corps. 


Watertown  Arsenal,  Mas?..  30 th  Dec.  1858. 


Boston,  Dec.  24 th,  1858, 


Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. : — 

In  regard  to  the  inquiry  as  to  how  we  are  pleased  with  your  Steel, 
it  gives  us  pleasure  to  say,  that  we  consider  it  far  superior  to  any  Eng¬ 
lish  brand.  We  rejoice  with  you  in  the  manufacture  of  steel  in  this 
country  that  gives  such  general  satisfaction. 

DENIO  &  ROBERTS. 

Cor.  Causeway  and  Friend  Sts. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  a  Master  Mechanic. 

“  In  reference  to  your  Cast  Steel,  we  should  not  know  how  to  get 
along  without  it.  We  consider  it  far  superior  to  any  steel  we  have 
ever  used,  in  several  particulars,  and  quite  as  uniform  and  reliable ;  yes., 
more  so  than  any  English  steel  I  know  of;  for,  in  four  months’  constant 
use  of  your  steel,  we  have  not  found  a  bar,  or  even  a  piece,  that  was 
not  first  rate." 

Yours,  &c., 

JNO.  E.  DODGE. 

Watertown,  If.  Y.  January  2 8th,  1859. 


The  Belmont  Iron  Works,  Wheeling,  Va.,  January  19 th,  1859. 
To  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co.: — 

*71  John  St,  New  York. 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned  are  now  using  the  Cast  Steel  made 
by  your  Company,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  equal,  and 
in  some  respects  superior,  to  any  other  brand  that  we  have  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  Nails. 

Yours,  truly, 

NORTON,  ACKERSON  &  CO. 

Managers. 


Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. : 

Gents  : — I  have  been  using  your  Steel  for  the  past  two  months,  in 
my  boiler-shop,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say,  it  works  as  well  as 
any  steel  I  have  ever  used. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

TIIOS.  CUNNINGHAM. 

Charlestown,  Dec.  28,  1858. 


Damascus  Steel  and  Iron  Co. 

Gentlemen  : — We  have,  for  the  past  two  months,  used  the  Cast 
Steel  manufactured  by  you,  for  the  various  purposes  for  which  we  have 
heretofore  employed  English  Steel ,  and  though  we  have  had  as  yet 
few  reports  from  the  articles  forged  therefrom,  we  are  prepared  to  say 
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that  it  works  as  well  as  any  steel  we  have  ever  used,  and  that  we  think 
it  a  reliable  article. 

J.  &  T.  DURFEE  &  CO. 

New  Bedford,  February  2,  1859. 


Ottawa,  December  28,  1858. 

Saml.  Churchill,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir  : — We  have  subjected  the  specimen  of  steel  which  you 
sent  us  to  a  variety  of  severe  tests,  and  find  it  a  very  superior  article. 
As  a  cold-chisel,  it  stood  the  severest  trial,  with  both  iron  and  steel, 
for  every  variety  of  lathe  tools  for  turning  brass  casting-,  steel,  iron, 
and  wood.  It  carries  a  fine  and  delicate  edge  for  a  long  time ;  and 
considering  the  great  variety  of  uses  to  which  it  is  adapted,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  it  unsurpassed  by  any  steel  we  ever  had  in  our 
factory.  Signed, 

CATON  &  DOYLE,  Brass  Finishers. 


Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  January  27,  1859. 
To  John  P.  Lyman,  Portsmouth,  N.  EL, 

Contractor  for  Steel  for  U.  S.  Navy  Dept. 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  request,  we  would  say  that  we 
have  tested  the  steel  manufactured  by  the  Damascus  Steel  and  Iron 
Co.,  in  various  ways,  and  consider  it  equal,  in  every  respect,  to  the 
best  English  steel. 

JOS.  GILPATRICK,  Master  Smith. 
NATIIL.  D.  MILLER,  Master  Machinist,. 


Singer  &  Co.’s  Sewing  Machine  Manuf.,  cor.  B'iiway  and  Grand, 

New  York,  February  3,  1859. 

To  S.  Churchill,  Treas.,  71  John  St.  : 

Sir  : — We  have  used  the  Steel  manufactured  by  the  Damascus 
Steel  and  Iron  Co.,  at  our  works,  for  planing  and  turning  tools,  and  are 
happy  to  say  it  gives  us  entire  satisfaction,  as  compared  with  imported 
steel,  and  are  able  to  obtain  it  at  a  reduced  price. 

I.  M.  SINGER  &  CO., 

Per  A.  HEWES,  Supt. 


Eagle  Screw  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  February  3,  1859. 
To  J.  C.  Tucker  &  Co., 

180  Greenwich  Street : 

Gents  : — We  have  used  the  Steel  manufactured  by  the  Damascus 
Steel  and  Iron  Co.,  in  the  various  departments  of  our  business,  and 
find  it  is  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  best  English-made  steel. 

EAGLE  SCREW  CO., 

By  WM.  G.  ANGELL,  Agent. 


